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National Environmental
Management Strategy

The WCS emphasised three objectives:
¢ essential ecological processes and
life-support systems must be maintained;
¢ genetic diversity must be preserved; and
¢ any use of species or ecosystems must be
sustainable.

In 1987, the report of the World Commission
on Environment and Development (WCED) was
released, adding clarity and conviction to the ques-
tion of global interdependence between econ-
omics and environment (World Commission on
Environment and Development 1987). The same
year saw the groundwork laid for the United Na-
tions Conference on Environment and Develop-
ment (UNCED) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in
June 1992 and for which Tuvalu prepared a country
report (Government of Tuvalu 1992a).

In 1991, IUCN, UNEP and WWF published in
partnership Caring for the Earth: A Strategy for Sus-
tainable Living. The intention of the document was
“to resstate current thinking about conservation
and development in a way that will inform and
encourage those who believe that people and na-
ture are worth caring about and that their futures
are intertwined” (IUCN/UNEP/WWF 1991).

The approach in this strategy document for
Tuvalu is premised heavily on the conceptualisa-
tion and strategies contained in these two

IUCN/UNEP/WWF documents. Indeed, some of

the strategies are directly relevant to the Tuvalu
situation and have been adopted or adapted here.

1.3 Scope of the NEMS

The National Environmental Management
Strategy (NEMS) is a longer term view of a range
of strategies and programmes through which
Tuvalu may achieve sustainable development.
There is some emphasis on biodiversity conserva-
tion, but clearly the focus of the Tuvalu NEMS is on
the sustainable use of species or ecosystems.

In some respects, the Tuvalu NEMS must also
be viewed as one snapshot in time, which will un-
doubtedly be modified by changes in circum-
stances. Certainly, the number of programmes and
activities suggested for government consideration
is indicative of the broad range of possible
strategies for addressing overall country goals.

The specific programmes presented in this
document have been derived from the same con-
sultative process which developed the NEMS. They
have been considered and endorsed by the De-
velopment Coordinating Committee and Cabinet.
However, it must be emphasised that policy deci-
sions on which strategies and programmes should
receive priority attention are rightly matters for the
Tuvalu government, and any suggestions made in
this NEMS document relating to prioritisation
should be viewed in that light.
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(5) Development and protection of natural resources (chapter 9)
(6) Environmental monitoring and reporting (chapter 10)

Within these, the following strategies and programmes are directed to-
wards achieving sustainable development and environmental protection
in Tuvalu.



















Chapter 6

Improving environmental

awareness and education

6.1 Introduction

As noted previously, education is the key to improv-
ing the environmental conditions in Tuvalu.
Human actions, mostly carried out in ignorance or
without a full understanding of the consequences,
are the principal cause of almost all the environ-
mental problems discussed in this report. Under-
taking environmental protection programmes
which are not backed by public education may solve
an issue today but will not prevent its reappearance
tomorrow. In fact, effective long-term environ-
mental management will require an informed and
supportive public. This has been a recurring theme
in the seminars held during the preparatory phase
of the NEMS and is one of the points highlighted
in both the UNCED and State of the Environment
reports.

[t is the resource owners who decide what ac-
tivities will occur on their land, and it is therefore
they who have the greatest effect on the environ-
ment. In the case of Tuvalu, the government plays
a dominant role in social and economic develop-
ment. and is therefore seen by many as having the
major impact on the environment. Therefore,
awareness-raising programmes must not only tar-
getindividual resource owners, but mustalso target
politicians and government officers. Women must
be included, particularly as their daily work always
affects the environment. They also have an impor-
tant role in shaping the attitudes of children.

“Education for Life”

A major concern is that there is currently no formal
environmental education programme in place in
Tuvalu, although the national education policy (set
out in the Medium-Term Economic Framework
Programme) has adopted an “Education for Life”
programme which aims to develop the country’s
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human resources, improve the standard of living
and foster greater self-reliance. This must also in-
clude developing an environmental education pro-
gramme for all levels of school, the workplace
through work and industry-related training pro-
grammes, and the community through community
organisations and public information campaigns.
This aspect of the NEMS, therefore, aims to estab-
lish a comprehensive environment education and
information programme and have it incorporated
into Tuvalu’s “Education for Life™ policy.

With regard to enforcement of environmental
legislation, itisassumed thatif people are informed
about regulation and the reasons for it, they are
more likely to comply. Again, this was emphasised
in the NEMS seminar with suggestions that
environmental legislation and administrative pro-
cedures be accompanied by a public education
programme.

Spreading the word

Currently, the non-governmental groups (NGOs)
and churches have extensive community networks
which would make them important channels for
conveying environmental messages. The island coun-
cils are also well placed for a role in community
awareness raising. Other media forms have also
been suggested for delivery of environmental mes-
sages, including regular radio programmes, news-
papers, seminars or workshops by church groups,
as well as the more formal education process.

In the area of non-formal education and rais-
ing public awareness of environmental issues, little
use has been made of visual and audio materials.
More efforts are needed in conducting and follow-
ing up on workshops, and there is also a need to
make more use of NGOs (including church
groups) and island councils in awareness-raising
programmes, given their extensive contacts with
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